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MINUTES OF THE
REGULAR MEETING OF THE
WASHINGTON COUNTY QUORUM COURT
Thursday, January 19, 2023
6:00 PM
Washington County Courthouse

Judge Patrick Deakins called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM.

The following members were present, Wilson, Simons, Anderson, Lyons, cune, wean,
Washington, Coger, Dennis, Highers, Rios Stafford, Leming, Ricker, Pond.

Prayer and Pledge was led by JP Simons.

JP Ecke made a motion to amend the agenda to add an update from Assessor Hill as
item 8 and second from JP Leming, motion was passed with a voice vote. JP Coger
made a motion to amend the agenda and Postpone item 19, 23-O-008 AN
ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR ONLINE POSTING OF ALL WASHINGTON COUNTY
RESOLUTIONS, ORDINANCES AND CONTRACTS until March Quorum Court
Meeting. Second by JP Simons and passed with a voice vote.

JP Coger made a motion to add a 30 minute general discussion at end of meeting. JP
Highers second motion. A voice vote was taken and a roll call vote was taken and tallied
as follows:

JP Wilson-No

JP Simons-No

JP Anderson-No

JP Lyons-No

JP Ecke-No

JP Dean-No

JP Washington-Yes

JP Coger-Yes

JP Dennis-No

JP Highers-Yes

JP Rios Stafford-Yes

JP Leming-No

JP Ricker-No

JP Pond-No

Motion fails. JP Leming made a motion to adopt the agenda as amended with a second
from JP Ecke and passed with a voice vote.

JP Ecke made a motion to read all ordinances and resolutions by title only with a
second by JP Leming, motion passed with a voice vote.

Citizen Comments were heard by Lou Reed Sharp

JP Washington made a motion to correct line 112 on minutes from Regular Quorum
Court from 12-15-2022 with a missing vote for JP Rios Stafford. With no further
corrections, a voice vote was called and passed to adopt minutes.

Judge Deakins gave County Attorney Lester time to go over Basic FOIA rules and
Roberts Rules 12" Edition. Judge Deakins thanked the public, the new Justice of the
Peace along with returning court. Judge made a commitment to work with the JP’s and
challenged them to do the same to respect one another with order and robust debates.
Judge then gave updates on some flooding which occurred on Christmas Eve Day and
thanked the departments on the floor for their patience as cleanup work is being done.
Judge welcomed and thanked Chief of Staff, Lance Johnson for the role he will be
playing in the County. Washington County was recognized for and awarded one of the
topmost transparent counties in the state of Arkansas by the Arkansas Center for
Research in Economics (ACRE) at the University of Central Arkansas. Judge also
appointed members for Rural Development Authority Board as follows: Mike Overton,
Steve Gunderson, Jim Wilson, Jeff Hawkins, Larry Walker. There were appointments
made for the Washington Water Authority Board as follows: John Everett, David
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Bolinger, Bo Speed, Larry Delozier, Doug Chambers, Nathan Prince and Mick Wagner.
JP Simons made a motion to accept appointments with a second from JP Dennis and
passed with a voice vote.

Item 8 was introduced by JP Ecke with Assessor Russell Hill recognizing Dan Cypert for
receiving the Marvin C Russell Award and his excellent contribution to the state of
Arkansas. JP Ecke also thanked the Washington County Extension office for the
snacks.

Judge introduced item 9 which is the review of the Prosecuting Attorney’s Hot Check
Fee Report for 2022 by Prosecuting Attorney Matt Durrett.

Judge Deakins introduced agenda item 10 AN ORDINANCE DENYING A CONDITIONAL
USE PERMIT RECOMMENDED FOR DENIAL BY THE PLANNING AND ZONING BOARD
- J&J Concrete item 22-0-114 (10.1) ordinance is on third reading, JP Lyons made a motion
to pass the ordinance. There was discussion among the court and public comments were
heard. JP Pond made a motion to allow JP Coger to speak for a third time with a second by
JP Highers and passed with a voice vote. County Attorney Lester read ordinance by title
only and JP Lyons made a motion and JP Anderson with a second. A roli call vote was
taken and tallied as follows:

JP Wilson-Yes

JP Simons-Yes

JP Anderson-Yes

JP Lyons-Yes

JP Ecke-No

JP Dean-Yes

JP Washington-No

JP Coger-No

JP Dennis-Yes

JP Highers-No

JP Rios Stafford-No

JP Leming-Abstain

JP Ricker-Yes

JP Pond-Yes

Motion passed and AN ORDINANCE DENYING A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT
RECOMMENDED FOR DENIAL BY THE PLANNING AND ZONING BOARD - J&J
Concrete item 22-0O-114 (10.1) was ADOPTED as ORD 2023-001

Judge Deakins introduced item 11 and County Attorney Lester read by title only, A
RESOLUTION OF THE QUORUM COURT OF WASHINGTON COUNTY, ARKANSAS
EXPRESSING APPRECIATION TO THE VOTING CENTER FACILITIES IN
WASHINGTON COUNTY Item 22-R-018 (11.1). JP Washington introduced the resolution
and made a motion to pass with a second from JP Leming, public comments from Jennifer
Price, director over Election Commission also wanted to thank Prairie Grove Telephone
Company as well. A roll call vote was taken and passed unanimously and A RESOLUTION
OF THE QUORUM COURT OF WASHINGTON COUNTY, ARKANSAS EXPRESSING
APPRECIATION TO THE VOTING CENTER FACILITIES IN WASHINGTON COUNTY
Item 22-R-018 (11.1) was ADOPTED as RES 2023-001

Agenda item 12 was read by title only by County Attorney Lester, A RESOLUTION
DECLARING A VACANCY IN QUORUM COURT DISTRICT 1 Item 23-R-001 (12.1) JP
Simons introduce the resolution and made a motion to move to Governor Sanders to
appoint with a second by JP Leming. Discussion was heard among the board and public
comments were heard by Sarah Hampton, Lou Reed Sharp, Annie Langston, Leah Garrett,
Gideon and Dawn Cannon. A roll call vote was taken and passed unanimously and A
RESN! UTION DECLARING A VACANCY IN "'QRUM COURT DISTRICT 1 Item 23-R-
001 (12.1) was ADOPTED as RES 2023-002

Judge Deakins introduced item 13 and County Attorney Lester read ordinance by title only,
AN ORDINANCE RATIFYING A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT RECOMMENDED FOR
APPROVAL BY THE PLANNING AND ZONING BOARD Henderson Project CUP Item 23-
0-009 (13.1-13.2) JP Ricker introduced ordinance and made motion to suspend rules and
move to second reading with second by JP Leming this was passed with a voice vote and
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County Attorney Lester read by title only. JP Ricker made a motion to suspend rules and
move to the third and final reading with second by JP Lyons passing with a voice vote.
Attorney Lester read ordinance by title only and JP Ricker made a motion to pass ordinance
with second by JP Lyons there was comments heard by JP Coger and JP Highers along
with public comments. A roll call vote was taken and tallied as follows:

JP Wilson-Yes

JP Simons-Yes

JP Anderson-Yes

JP Lyons-Yes

JP Ecke-Yes

JP Dean-Yes

JP Washington-Yes

JP Coger-Yes

JP Dennis-Yes

JP Highers-Yes

JP Rios Stafford-Yes

JP Leming-Abstain

JP Ricker-Yes

JP Pond-Yes

Motion passed and AN ORDINANCE RATIFYING A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT
RECOMMENDED FOR APPROVAL BY THE PLANNING AND ZONING BOARD
Henderson Project CUP Item 23-O-009 (13.1-13.2) was ADOPTED as ORD 2023-002

Agenda item 14 was introduced by Judge and read by title only by Attorney Lester, AN
EMERGENCY ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING STANDING COMMITTEES OF THE
QUORUM COURT; AND, REPEALING ORDINANCES 2017-01 AND 2021-01

Item 23-0O-001 JP Simons made a motion to adopt ordinance with second by JP Dennis.
Comments were heard from court and public. A roll call vote was called and passed
unanimously and AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING STANDING
COMMITTEES OF THE QUORUM COURT; AND, REPEALING ORDINANCES 2017-01
AND 2021-01 Item 23-0-001 (14.1) was ADOPTED as ORD 2023-003

Agenda item 15 was introduced by Judge and Attorney Lester read by title only, AN
ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY JUDGE TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT
FOR SERVICES WITH THE ASSOCIATION OF ARKANSAS COUNTIES; AND
APPROPRIATING $6,517 TO BE PAID FOR MEMBERSHIP THEREIN Item 23-O-002
(15.1) Judge requested JP Ecke to introduce ordinance and a motion was made to pass
ordinance with a second by JP Lyons. Discussion was heard from JP Coger and JP
Anderson, there were no public comments. A roll call vote was taken and passed
unanimously. AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY JUDGE TO ENTER INTO A
CONTRACT FOR SERVICES WITH THE ASSOCIATION OF ARKANSAS COUNTIES;
AND APPROPRIATING $6,517 TO BE PAID FOR MEMBERSHIP THEREIN Item 23-O-
002 (15.1) was ADOPTED as ORD 2023-004

Judge introduced item 16 and Attorney Lester read by title only, AN ORDINANCE
AMENDING ORDINANCE 1982-07 TO CHANGE THE WASHINGTON COUNTY SEAL
Item 23-0-003 (16.1-16.2) JP Simons introduced ordinance and made a motion to suspend
the rules and move to the second reading with a second made by JP Lyons a voice vote
was called and a roll call vote was taken and tallied as follows:

JP Wilson-Yes

JP Simons-Yes

JP Anderson-Yes

JP Lyons-Yes

JP Ecke-Yes

JP Dean-Yes

JP Washington-No

JP Coger-No

JP Dennis-Yes

JP Highers-No

JP Rios Stafford-No

JP Leming-Yes

JP Ricker-Yes

JP Pond-Yes
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Motion passed to suspend the rules and read AN ORDINAN = AN"IDING ORDINANCE
1982-07 TO CHANGE THE WASHINGTON COUNTY SEAL _ltem 23-0-003 (16.1-16.2) for
a second reading. Attorney Lester read the ordinance by title only for second reading. JP
Simons made a motion to suspend the rules and be read for third and final reading with
second by JP Anderson. A roll call vote was taken and tallied as follows:

JP Wilson-Yes

JP Simons-Yes

JP Anderson-Yes

JP Lyons-Yes

JP Ecke-Yes

JP Dean-Yes

JP Washington-No

JP Coger-No

JP Dennis-Yes

JP Highers-No

JP Rios Stafford-No

JP Leming-Yes

JP Ricker-Yes

JP Pond-Yes

Motion passed to suspend the rules and read for third and final time. Attorney Lester read
by title only, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 1982-07 TO CHANGE THE
WASHINGTON COUNTY SEAL Item 23-0-003 (16.1-16.2). JP Simons made a motion to
adopt ordinance with a second by JP Lyons. Court heard comments from JP Ecke, JP
Highers, JP Dennis, JP Leming and JP Coger. JP Ecke called a Point of Order. Discussion
was continued among the court by JP Coger, and JP Ecke called Point of Order a second
time. JP Washington, JP Ricker. JP Simons made a motion to end debate and call the
question. A roll call vote was taken and tallied as follows:

JP Wilson-Yes

JP Simons-Yes

JP Anderson-Yes

JP Lyons-Yes

JP Ecke-Yes

JP Dean-Yes

JP Washington-No

JP Coger-No

JP Dennis-Yes

JP Highers-No

JP Rios Stafford-No

JP Leming-Yes

JP Ricker-Yes

JP Pond-Yes

Motion passed and ended debate and call the question. Public comments were heard by
Sarah Moore, Evelyn Rios Stafford, Dawn Cannon, Sarah Hampton and Debbie Dean. With
motion to adopt by JP Simons on the floor and a second, a roll call vote was taken and
tallied as follows:

JP Wilson-Yes

JP Simons-Yes

JP Anderson-Yes

JP Lyons-Yes

JP Ecke-Yes

JP Dean-Yes

JP Washington-No

JP Coger-No

JP Dennis-Yes

JP Highers-No

JP Rios Stafford-No

JP Leming-Yes

JP Ricker-Yes

JP Pond-Yes

Motion passed and AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 1982-07 TO CHANGE
THE WASHINGTON COUNTY SEAL Item 23-0-003 (16.1-16.2) was ADOPTED as ORD
2023-005
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Agenda item 17 was introduced and Attorney Lester read by title only, AN ORDINANCE
CREATING THE POSITION OF DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS IN THE COUNTY
JUDGE’S BUDGET FOR 2023 Item 23-0-005 (17.1) JP Dennis introduced ordinance and
made a motion to pass with JP Pond making a second. Discussion was heard among the
court and public comments were heard. A roll call vote was taken and passed unanimously
and AN ORDINANCE CREATING THE POSITION OF DIRECTOR OF
COMMUNICATIONS IN THE COUNTY JUDGE’S BUDGET FOR 2023 Item 23-0O-005
(17.1) was ADOPTED as ORD 2023-006

Judge Deakins introduced item 18 and Attorney Lester read by title only AN ORDINANCE
ENACTING A CODE OF ORDINANCE FOR THE COUNTY OF WASHINGTON, STATE OF
ARKANSAS; REVISING, AMENDING, RESTATING, CODIFYING, AND COMPILING
CERTAIN EXISTING GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE POLITICAL SUBDIVISION
DEALING WITH SUBJECTS EMBRACED IN SUCH CODE OF ORDINANCES, AND
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY Item 23-0-006 (18.1). JP Dennis made a motion to amend
and take out the Emergency Clause, JP Highers made a second and passed with a voice
vote. Ordinance will be amended and moved to the February Quorum Court.

Judge Deakins introduced item 19 and Attorney Lester read by title only AN ORDINANCE
CREATING THE POSITION OF 911 DEPUTY DIRECTOR IN THE EMERGENCY 911
BUDGET FOR 2023 Item 23-0-007 (19.1) JP Leming introduced ordinance and made a
motion to pass with a second by JP Ecke, there was no discussion or public comments. A
roll call vote was taken and passed unanimously and AN ORDINANCE CREATING THE
POSITION OF 911 DEPUTY DIRECTOR IN THE EMERGENCY 911 BUDGET FOR 2023
Item 23-0-007 (19.1) was ADOPTED as ORD 2023-007

With no further business meeting was adjourned at 8:06PM

Myra Collins
Myra Collins
Quorum Court Coordinator

Approved MC
Februwory 16, 2023



